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How to Read a Scholarly Research Article
You will read many scholarly journals (also referred to as ‘academic’ and ‘peer reviewed’) in your college career and beyond.  Here are some tips on understanding and making the most of what you find.

Major sections: (not always labeled and every article may not include all sections)
1. Abstract – usually indented or italicized at the beginning of the article, the abstract provides a summary of the research, including its purpose, significant results, and implications. [image: image6.png]The Jean Burr Smith Library




 Read the abstract to quickly gauge if the article suits your paper’s topic.
2a. Introduction – introduces the topic, the thesis, and tells you why the research is important. [image: image2.wmf] Focus in on the thesis – usually found in the first and last paragraph of the intro. The introduction is sometimes combined with ‘Literature Review’ below.  
2b. Literature Review – describes any previous research or discussion and adds credibility to the author and their research. This section can help get you up to speed on the topic.
3. Method/Methodology – describes the procedures or methods used in the research study. There are many different types of studies including observational, true experiment, and quasi-experiment.
4. Results/Data – all the data collected from the research. [image: image3.wmf] Look for graphs, charts, and tables.  
5. Discussion/Conclusion/Implications/Summary – the authors’ interpretation of what the results mean to the field, how it addresses the original research question/thesis, any weaknesses of the study, and recommendations for future research, policy or practice in the relevant field. 
6. Acknowledgements –a shout-out to contributors to the study not previously mentioned.
7. Literature Cited/Bibliography – lists sources used in the article; [image: image4.wmf] usually quite extensive and helpful to identify other major practitioners in the field as well as additional sources to research.

Questions to ask yourself as you read the article:

The main purpose of the article … 
The key question that the author is asking is …  
The most important info in this article is ….  
The key conclusions the author comes to and presents are …  
The main assumptions underlying the author’s thinking are … 

If I agree [or disagree] with the author’s line of reasoning, the implications are …

At the time of writing this article, the author’s point of view may have been influenced by …

The answers are usually found in the first and last few pages of an article. Reading these pages first will provide a “big picture” of where the author is coming from so as you read the remainder of the article or book, you can judge whether the author competently supports their thesis.
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