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Connecticut town

[image: image2.wmf]

Keyword


There are a number of print, electronic, and personal resources you can consult to find out more information about your hometown - or any town/city - within Connecticut or elsewhere. Here are a few ideas. 
Starting point:  Log on to  http://my.commnet.edu – Library tab – click on ‘Middlesex Community College’ in the ‘My Library Resources’ channel. An electronic version of this guide is found under Quick Links - ‘Help with Your Research’- ‘Tip sheets’.
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.png]Ele Edt Vew Hstory Bookmarks Toos Help

- jweb, ebscohost comfshostjsearchjadvanced?hid=S  abF{-a879-dccc-a454-7aZedeedd 1 e3%4lse: - D) A Find -
G 5 Gy (O ritpiineb cbscohost comjehostjsearchadvancedTid=38s=<001 103875 fcc-154-7a2edecdBi0se: 17 PR PR PN PR ST R PR M

T No Spaci... Subtle Em... IntenseE. uote Intense Subtle Ref... Intense R. BookTitle T ListPara.. - Change
> E E = St I seea-

Styles Editing

o Repiace

(D EBSCOhost: Advanced Search [ | + |

signin | M Folder | Preferences | Languages v | New Features! | Help

Searching: Newspaper Source Plus | Choose Databases » Middlesex Community

middletown in | GE Geographic Terms @ College

AND [ |connecticut in| GE Geographic Terms

D in| Select a Field (optionl) fornewspaper articles using one of the newspaper databases accessed via the library’s website
ind Articles” ~ Newspapers). Search your town's name in Proguest Newspapers GCONN
tand) as shown below, or search for historical accounts in the Hartford Courant Historical

Basic Search | Advanced Search | Visual Search | Search Htory

8 Vo Fctes Lok Hob. L]
Search mades @ ® Boolean/Phrase Apply related words [ £ 0= R0 s i @] = =D
:1.1—‘—|—‘|7".mmmmm.mwmm.mm....uwm,‘m g

© Find all my search terms. |

O Find any of my search terms Also search within the G =
© SmartText Searching Hint full text of the articles

Limit your results

R — T
Full Text [ Publication —

[P E——

soacn s

Publication Date Publication Type

oo 508 AL M e T G
Government Document

Hagazine
RNewspaper

R EEE
Youwill be searching for books within the MxCC library. To search libraries statewide, use the =

“Request” catalog (‘Find books in other libraries").

If you find an item at another library, you can have it sent to the MxCC library (if it is not

‘marked Teference’). Search for theitem in ‘Request’, select it click on ‘Request this item’

located on the upper right or on the lower left. Fill in the form and click submit to finish.
Visit the city’s or town’s website. For example, the website for Middlctown provides
information on the city’s government structure, business environment, housing market,
and recreation oppertunities. In some cases, the city/town's website may provide
information on education, an important component to consider. However, in
Middletown's case, information on the school district s found on a separate website.

Other websites you can try:
Comnecticut Historical Societv, a robust research site for historical information about
Connecticut; also provides quick links to local historical societies.

Connecticut History Online provides photographs, drawings, and prints about
istorv. Search for vour specific town here.
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· Visit the town’s public library. The reference librarians can guide you to the section on local history.

· Visit the clerk’s office at the Town Hall. You can gather materials such as maps, annual and statistical reports, photos of popular area attractions and buildings, and other important information.

· Read the hometown newspaper to keep up-to-date on local news, politics, and other happenings to help create a profile of the current state of the community. 

· Speak with long-time residents to gather their perspectives on town life, how it has changed over the years, the major issues in town (past and present), and their viewpoints. Personal interviews (“oral history”) will add life and unique perspective to your research.




Visit the city’s or town’s website. For example, the website for Middletown provides information on the city’s government structure, business environment, housing market, and recreation opportunities. In some cases, the city/town’s website may provide information on education, an important component to consider. However, in Middletown’s case, information on the school district is found on a separate website.
Other websites you can try:

· Connecticut Historical Society, a robust research site for historical information about Connecticut; also provides quick links to local historical societies.
· Connecticut History Online provides photographs, drawings, and prints about Connecticut’s history. Search for your specific town here.
· Look up your town’s demographic profile online at the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development website.
· Consult Connecticut Magazine’s annual rating of the towns.
· Department of Labor’s Market Information – search workforce information for your town/city.
· U.S. Census Bureau – dive into various demographic datasets segmented by town/city, county, and/or state. Or find a factsheet for your community through the American Factfinder.



Researching Your Hometown
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Use the online catalog (‘Find Books’) and search by keyword - either the specific town’s name or generally (Connecticut – town) as shown below:


FIND BOOKS


Quick Search for Books, DVDs, etc. in MxCC Library�
�
�
Top of Form


� HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Text.1 ���  � HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Select.1 ��� Search 


Bottom of Form�
�



You will be searching for books within the MxCC library. To search libraries statewide, use the ‘Request’ catalog (‘Find books in other libraries’).


�If you find an item at another library, you can have it sent to the MxCC library (if it is not marked ‘reference’). Search for the item in ‘Request’, select it, click on ‘Request this item’ located on the upper right or on the lower left. Fill in the form and click submit to finish.








Look for newspaper articles using one of the newspaper databases accessed via the library’s website (‘� HYPERLINK "http://www.mxcc.commnet.edu/Content/Find_Articles.asp" ��Find Articles�’ – Newspapers).  Search your town’s name in N as shown below, or search for historical accounts in the Hartford Courant Historical database.
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