
Most of us are aware of the 

Governorôs Operating 

Budget Proposals for ad-

dressing the Stateôs fiscal 

problems.  Much discussion 

and deliberation will take 

place in the Legislature be-

fore they can be enacted, 

however it is safe to say that 

Middlesex will see a reduc-

tion in the funding it gets 

from the State for the cur-

rent and the next two fiscal 

years. 

 

We have already experi-

enced a reduction of 3% in 

the current fiscal yearôs 

General Fund allocation 

from the Sate.  The Gover-

nor can impose an additional 

2% reduction without Legis-

lative approval and is likely 

to exercise that option be-

fore year end.  That action 

would result in a 5% reduc-

tion in the funding we re-

ceive from the State that 

goes to support personal 

services (staff salary and 

benefits).  Our current finan-

cial picture is good due to 

College wide conservative 

spending and while a 5% 

reduction is serious, our 

short term outlook is good, 

especially given our 7.6% 

enrollment growth for the 

Spring Semester. 

 

The Governorôs budget rec-

ommendation for the Com-

munity College Systemôs 

operating budget for the 

FY2010 is 10.2% less than 

our adjusted need and the 

recommendation for 

FY2011 is 12.0% less than 

our adjusted need.  We do 

not yet know the specific 

impact these recommended 

reductions will have on Mid-

dlesex, but if these reduc-

tions materialize, Middlesex 

will have to deal with seri-

ous challenges ahead.  

 

As mentioned above, 

the Stateôs financial 

situation will have an 

effect on us.  How and 

in what manner is still 

the subject of much 

discussion, meetings, 

hearings and Legisla-

tive action.  While 

much has been placed 

on the table in terms of 

changing the organizational 

structure of the Community 

College System and the 

consolidation of various 

agencies, it is too early to 

start planning for any 

changes that might occur.  

The Budget Crisis Continues submitted by Dean Sykes 

Upcoming Events 

Presentation 

on President 

Lincoln given 

by Professor 

Triay in the 

Student 

Lounge on Monday March 

2nd from 12:30-1:30  

 

Art Exhibition 

Reception in 

Pegasus Gallery 

on Tuesday 

March 3rd, 6:00-

8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Celebrating  

Womenôs 

History 

Month in the 

Student 

Lounge on 

Wed. March 

4th, 12:30-1:30pm 
 

Dash for 

Dollars! 

Game in 

the Student 

Lounge on  

Mon. March 9th  12:30-1:30 
 

Community College 

Nursing Info. Session 

on Monday March 

23rd, 12:30-1:20 p.m. 

MxCC Program 

Fair in the Stu-

dent Lounge on 

Wednesday 

March 11th 

10:30-1:30 

 

Campus Book Club 

will be discussing 

Water for Elephants 

by Sara Gruen in the 

Library Periodicals 

Room on Wednesday 

March 25th, 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
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The mission of the College 

remains the same and while 

we will have fewer dollars 

from the State to accomplish 

that mission, we will con-

tinue to provide a quality 

education for our students. 

 

As more 

information 

becomes 

available we 

will share it 

with the 

College 

Community.  

 

 

 



Angelo Glaviano is 

pleased to announce 

that during Spring 

Break he is bringing a 

group from Middlesex 

on a trip to Paris, 

Monaco, Pisa, Flor-

ence, and Italy. 

 

In addition to this trip, Angelo has also 

arranged two trips to occur this sum-

mer , one to Puerto Rico and one to 

Sicily.  The visit to Puerto Rico will 
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and has in many cases adjusted 

her schedule to accommodate 

needs in other areas.  Jennifer is 

constantly making others laugh 

with her humorous attitude.   

Congratulations, Jennifer! 

 

Jennifer Arnold has earned Februaryôs 

STAR Award. 

 

In the short time Jen has been here, she 

has shown great dedication and commit-

ment to ensure that the CICC runs 

smoothly and plays a key role in the 

well-organized operation of the Divi-

sion of Finance and Administration.  

She freely gives of her time to ensure 

that her job responsibilities are covered 

President Nieves held an informal 

Coffee Chat get together for new 

employees (hired within the last 

three years) to meet and greet other 

new employees and chat with the 

President about issues of concern.  

The event took place on Thursday, 

February 5th 

at 3:30 p.m.   

The event was 

held in Chap-

man Hall, 

Multipurpose 

Rooms.  

Many of the 

27 new em-

ployees showed up to enjoy the 

chat. 

 

occur sometime 

in the middle of 

June and will 

offer the oppor-

tunity for travel-

ers to stay for a month and 

earn college credits while 

there.  The Trip to Sicily is 

an all inclusive package 

and will occur sometime at 

the end of June. 

 

For more information regarding these 

A Shining STARé   

New Employee        Our Students Say 

Coffee Chat        It Alléé. 

Traveling Abroad  

trips, contact Angelo 

Glaviano at x5807 or 

aglaviano@ 

mxcc.commnet.edu. 

 

 

 

Taylor Trudon, like so many of our 

students, chose to attend a commu-

nity college.  In her article, 

ñCommunity college can be a smart 

choiceò she cleverly compares col-

lege to a drive-through experience 

at a fast-food restaurant.  Trudon 

was a Middlesex Community Col-

lege student and describes her ex-

perience as ñhumbling.ò  Be sure 

and read her exhilarating article by 

visiting http://

www.dailycampus.com and typing 

in the title of her article in the 

search. 

 

 

                               



@ the Library  

Please be sure to stop by the Library 

and see Februaryôs displays which in-

clude: 

Bicentennial of Abraham Lincoln 

& Charles Darwin, February 12, 

1809-2009 

Black History Month 

Coffee Break 

Books with Heart 

 

 

 

On Wednesday March 25th the campus 

Bookclub will meet to discuss the One 

Book One Middletown choice, Water 

for Elephants by Sara Gruen.  You can 

contact the Library staff to inquire about 

borrowing a copy.  For  links to see 

reviews of this book visit: 

http://www.mxcc.commnet.edu/library/ 

Bookclub.shtml 
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21.4 years and part-time student age 

averages 30.6 years.  System-wide, the 

community colleges have all shown a 

positive upswing in enrollment com-

pared to last spring, from 4% to 16%.  

The percent increases in FTE for MxCC 

ranks sixth among the community col-

leges.  

 

~Provided by the Office of Institutional 

Research 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Enrollment 

The 2009 Spring semester numbers are 

in and Middlesex Community College 

is blooming.  Our overall enrollment 

(headcount) is 2,632, up 5.7% from 

Spring 2008.  Overall FTEs are up by 

7.6%.  The proportions of full-time 

students and male students have in-

creased slightly from last spring; the 

average age of students has dropped 

slightly.  Full-time student age averages 

On Thursday, January 29th the Con-

necticut Department of Environmental 

Protection held a red carpet event for 

the premier of ñWasteBustersò, a DVD 

produced by Dan Nocera and Corporate 

Media. 

 

This DVD is being used by the DEP to 

educate the public on the dangers of 

emissions gas and how we can improve 

the environment by reducing the 

amount of time we idle our vehicles. 

 

Dan and the ñWasteBustersò actors 

were given awards by the DEP for the 

fabulous job that was done. 

 

If you have a few minutes you can see 

the video on YouTube.com; type 

WasteBusters DEP in the search. 

 

Congratulations Corporate Media! 

Did You Knowé  

DEP Rolls Out the Red Carpet for Dan Nocera & 

Corporate Media 

President Nieves and Gina McCarthy, DEP Commissioner 

(center) with the producers and actors of ñWasteBustersò. 

The producers and actors of ñWasteBustersò 
receive their awards.  



 

President Nieves reports this monthôs 

Board of Trustees meeting highlights: 

 

The Board had extensive discussion 

related to the Middle College System 

proposal presented by Governor Rell.  

As these discussions continue, we 

need to reach out to and work with 

our public officials during this chal-

lenging economic climate to ensure 

that affordable access is continued to 

higher education for all students.  As 

noted in the Board information mate-

rials, ñContinued investment in stu-

dent success and in expanding educa-

tional opportunities is the true source 

of economic stimulus, job creation, 

and prosperity.ò 

 

The Board approved MxCCôs new 

academic program proposals for cer-

tificates in Business Skills and Manu-

facturing Machine Technology, and a 

Manufacturing Machine Technology 

Option to the Technology Studies, 

A.S. Degree Program.  Also approved 

was the modification and change in 

program title of the Communication 

Arts Associate in Arts 

Degree Program to 

Communication. 

 

Please contact President 

Nieves for additional information on 

any of these or other items that were 

discussed at the meeting. 

Upcoming Professional Day College Success Workshop 

Carol Carter, author of Keys to 

Success texts, returns to Middle-

sex Community College on Fri-

day April 17, 2009 for profes-

sional day in Chapman Hall 

Multi -purpose Rooms.  The 

topic of discussion is titled 

ñCoaching Skills for College, 

Career, and Life:  How to Help 

Every Student Succeed in the 

Challenging Economic Cli-

mate.ò 

Please RSVP to Donna Bonta-

tibus at  

dbontatibus@mxcc.commnet.edu 

Agenda 

8:45-9:15 a.m. Continental Breakfast 

9:15 Introductions 

9:30 Session Begins 

10:45 Break 

11:00 Session Resumes 

12:00-12:30 p.m. Session Ends, Lunch 
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On Wednesday February 25th @ 

12:30 there will be an organizational 

meeting in room 628 for the Committee 

on Sustainability, formerly the Green 

Space Committee.   

 

The committeeôs purpose is to explore 

ways in which the College can better 

prepare to meet the challenges of loom-

ing economic, energy, and environ-

mental crises (the three Eôs) that are 

developing in the world.  Some of the 

activities the committee may pursue are: 

Developing educational programs and 

activities to better educate people 

about the seriousness of the issues 

and ways to convert to more sustain-

able lifestyles and practices; 

Explore ways that the College & 

community can prepare for antici-

pated serious economic conditions 

over the next 2-3 years, including the 

possibility of a major financial col-

lapse; 

Pursuing the means to convert the 

Collegeôs physical space to be more 

sustainable, including conducting 

energy audits and converting to re-

newable energy sources such as wind 

and solar; 

Explore the devel-

opment of new 

academic pro-

grams in sustain-

able living, renew-

able energy, or 

related areas 

Advocate for the 

Go Green!  

inclusion of sustainability issues in 

current courses and programs on 

campus; 

Advocate for sustainable practices in 

our state and local community; 

Seek ways to improve recycling on 

campus; 

Advocate for sustainable practices in 

our state and local community; 

Form partnerships with outside agen-

cies or organizations 

involved in sustain-

ability issues. 

All who are inter-

ested are invited to 

attend.  Please con-

tact John Shafer for 

more information.  

Board of Trustees February 23, 2009 Meeting  


